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I.  Interpretation of qualitative data 
A.  Constructing interpretations – and "getting it right" 
B.  Alternative interpretations 
C.  Using a literature review in interpreting data 

II.  Data analysis 
A.  Ongoing data analysis 

1.  Observer comments  [O.C.] 
2.  Analytic memos 
3.  Emergent design 
4.  Constant comparative method 

B.  Formal data analysis – a 3-phase approach 
1.  Phase 1:  method-by-method or subject-by-subject analysis 
2.  Phase 2:  analysis across all methods or across all subjects 
3.  Phase 3:  finalization of themes and interpretations 

Example:  Will group work improve my students' engagement and performance? 
C.  Thematic and content analysis 

III.  Theory in data analysis 
A.  The role of theory in research 

1.  Theory in developing a research design:  implicit and explicit theory 
2.  Theory in recognizing and recording data 
3.  Theory in analyzing data:  inductive and deductive analysis 
4.  Theory as a product of research 

B.  Using theory to interpret data 
Example – Bronfenbrenner's ecological theory to analyze the inclusion of special 
ed students in early childhood classrooms 

C.  Theoretical triangulation 
Example – 3 theories of action to analyze local impact of No Child Left Behind 

IV.  Findings 
A.  Characteristics of assertions 

1.  Important, based on significant data 
2.  Focused 
3.  Clarity 
4.  Interpretive, the strongest possible statement data will support, avoiding both 

underinterpretation or overinterpretation 
5.  Site-specific, avoiding overgeneralization 

Practice: 
 Analyzing data related to Jodi, an at-risk high school senior 

Participant option: 
 Discussion of participants' qualitative projects and data analysis challenges 
 Types of qualitative research:  An impressionistic analogy 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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