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By Eric Einspruch, OPEN foundin
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ion Association (AEA) annual conference will be held in Portland, Oregon, 
, AEA President, a recognized leader in the field of evaluation, and last 
 guest speaker, will present the plenary address on the conference theme 
on”. Those who have attended previous AEA conferences know they 
es for professional development and networking. Some OPEN members 
e most of this opportunity to attend the AEA conference without the usual 

ion Association, which now has about 4000 members from all 50 States 
elebrates its twentieth year as a leading professional association for 

 the Guiding Principles for Evaluators and has championed the cause of 
 Association publishes two leading professional journals, produces 

, and promotes professional networking and exchange of ideas via listservs. 

e 2006 conference. This year will be the first time in its seven years that 
ference. Instead, as Oregon’s Local Affiliate of AEA, we will focus our 
EA conference. Several OPEN members are serving on the Local 

ering information for those attending the conference, organizing events, 
 student volunteers for the conference.  Please contact OPEN’s AEA 
t eeinspruch@rmccorp.com for involvement opportunities with OPEN’s 
. 

 and we are delighted to help with this year’s AEA conference. We have a 
 regular technical training and networking events, as well as our own 
tionally known speakers. We regularly e-mail members information about 
and we provide additional information on our web site and in our 
reasing our outreach to students and working with members in the mid-
 programs available outside of Portland. All of this is made possible by the 
r member volunteers! 

e involved in the evaluation community by attending the 2006 AEA 
ating in OPEN activities, and informing your colleagues and professional 
. 

Resources: 

 complete information on AEA and the 2006 AEA conference. 

 for OPEN announcements, newsletters, and contact information. 
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Mark Your Calendars! 
By Karen Banks, Program Committee Chair 
 
April 28 from Noon to 2 pm:  What Program People Want From Researchers and What Researchers Need 
From Program People.   Dr. David Morgan, professor at PSU, will host a Brown Bag event aimed at a wide 
audience of program staff, evaluators, researchers, and policymakers.  Bring your lunch and OPEN will provide 
beverages.  Dr. Morgan has specifically requested a room with lots of white boards because he promises this 
event will involve everyone in some interactive, hands-on activities, including time for discussion or questions.   

There is no charge for this Brown Bag and OPEN members are encouraged to invite program managers, 
graduate students, faculty, and other evaluators to attend. The event will be held in the Multnomah Building, 501
SE Hawthorne Boulevard, Room 380 (Horsetail Room). Parking is available in a facility across the street on the 
south side of the building.  There is a fast food restaurant at the same corner. 

May 23, 2006 from 3 pm to 5 pm:  Effect Size and Power Analysis.  Dr. Nancy Perrin, statistician and 
professor at OHSU, will be conducting a two-hour workshop for evaluators and researchers.  Just think about 
how many times you have written a sentence like, “Although program participants performed better than the 
control group, the difference was not statistically significant.”  Perhaps you needed a sample size four times 
larger, but did not realize it.   

One member of the Program Committee, Michael Bamberger, recently pointed  
out that many evaluations are doomed from the start, if the criterion is  
statistical significance, because it was impossible for the results to show such 
a difference given the sample size.   

This event will be held in the Multnomah Building, Horsetail Room (380.)  
Parking is available in a facility across the street on the south side of the building. 
Attendance for this workshop is free for OPEN members and $10 for nonmembers.    

For more information on any events, please email  
Karen Banks at: datadetectives@comcast.net . 
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Jerod M. Tarte, President, 2006 
President’s Message 

ge in a year so full of excitement, activity and opportunity for those 
cially those involved in OPEN.   

ortland has the privilege of being the host city for the American Evaluation 
ember 4, 2006.  Many OPEN members have already expressed interest in 
mitting presentation proposals to AEA, and in helping this year’s Oregon-
n for the arrival of AEA in beautiful downtown Portland. 

s, OPEN has a full schedule of events and activities planned pertaining to 
s, Reporting and Responsibility.”  OPEN will be hosting workshops, 
out the year focusing on research design, power analyses, and improving 
y relate to this year’s theme.  We will also be hosting a variety of social and 
ers have asked to see more of in the upcoming year. 

is year’s OPEN council, OPEN committee members, and Local 
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ssional development. 


